ALNWICK  AND   WARKWORTH

Douglas and many Scots lords were taken prisoner.   Yet the

outcome of this victory was disastrous to the Percies, for it led

to the quarrel with Henry IV and to the fatal rebellion which

ended in Hotspur's death at Shrewsbury.    It is Warkworth

that Shakespeare makes the scene of Hotspur's parting with

his wife, and to Warkworth that the news is brought of his

death in battle,   Henry IV came north and took Warkworth

after a short siege but the castle was eventually restored to

Hotspur's son.

Few of the succeeding Earls died in their beds, for the
family were prominent supporters of the Lancastrian cause,
the second Earl being killed at St. Albans and the third at
Towton. The fifth Earl, who is nicknamed' the Magnificent',
entertained Princess Margaret Tudor at Alnwick on her way
north to marry the King of Scots. But the Percy family was
soon to fall into royal disfavour. The Tudors distrusted ' the
over-mighty subject', and the county of Northumberland
which boasted thatc it knew no king but Percy ' was severely
repressed after the Pilgrimage of Grace. The seventh Earl
was executed after the Rising of the North in Elizabeth's reign,
while the ninth Earl spent many years as a prisoner in the
Tower for supposed complicity in the Gunpowder Plot. Pos-
sibly for this reason and because of the heavy fines imposed on
them, the Percy influence declined for a time. Alnwick was
one of the few great castles to play no part in the Civil War
and to that fact the complete preservation of its walls is due.
Warkworth, however, was allowed to fall into ruins in the
middle of the sixteenth century.
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